Global Values: 170 Wines for $20 or Less
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An impressive debut release leads a strong
pack of wines from 2002 BY TIM FISH

apa Valley has long been king of the hill when it
comes to California Merlor. And with a surprisingly
strong roster of releases from che 2002 vintege, chat
position has become virtually unassailable.

Consider, for example, che remarkable debut of Bruce and
Robin Ahnfeldrs Merlor Mapa Valley 2002, At 94 poines ($35),
it hits a high-warer mark for 2002 California Merlot, “'We didn't
want o whnpy, watered-down Merlot,” Bruce Ahnfeldt savs

The concentrated wine, erafted by vereran winemaker Craig
Maclean, manages o be smooth and rich an che palate. It's the

soet of Metlar dha Mapa i pr-::-ﬂm;lrrg with Increasing mecceis, bt
thie Ahnielde Merlor won't be easy o find—only 120 cases were
made. The grapes come from the couples Byear-cld vineyard, lo-
cated fust northeast af the city of Napa. While the Ahnieldts are
longtime growers, the 2002 vinrage marks their lar wine release.
Since lasr year's California Merloe repore, Wine Spectaror edicors
have msred nearly 200 Merdors Slightly more than half are from
the 2002 vintage; the rest are early arrivals from 2003 and strapgglers
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Merlots—about 27 percene af the wines rate 90 poing or higher

Abowe: Longlime growers Robin and Brese Ahnbskit have an outsianding inikial sleass in their 2002 Medot Mapa Yalsy



